
K-76 

125 Washington Avenue, Chestertown l a t e 19th century-

Chesterown 

p r iva te 

125 Washington Avenue i s one of the premier Victorian gothic res idences in 
Chestertown and i s i n superb cond i t ion . Pa r t i cu la r ly irrpressive i s the 
effect created by i t s bay window—a st iracture b u i l t onto the front cross gable 
to balance a 3-s tory tover in the l e f t bay . The house's decorative work i s r i ch 
and t a s t e fu l and p a r t i c u l a r l y notable in the use of bargeboard t r im. I t s t ands 
at the center of a neighborhood w"'ich vras very fashionable in the l a t e 19th century 
and i s one of a half-dozen or so vintage Victorian dwellings, which together 
coirprise one of Chestertown's general ly unsung r i c h e s . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

125 VJashington Avenue i s a high Victorian gothic s tyle f!rame house located 
on the northeast side of Washington Avenue about idway between Kent Street 
and Spring ^ t r e e t in Ghestertown, 

I t i s a 2|--story, 3 bay house with a cross-gable plan and a 3-storj»- toiler 
in the northwest bay. The house i s dided with i t s or iginal clapboard, 
^ e r e i s a i^rrap-around sinble s tory porch, which i s pedimi^nted in the 
northwist bay over the ent rance . The two south bays are a huge f u l l viidth 
bay window s t r u c t u r e , 2-̂  stoibies highj. which gives the effect of a large 
to\-7er. The gable end of the house i s toiJard the s t r e e t and so the gable 
i t s e l f aiiiounts to a f la t - faced pediment on top of the three-s ided bay 
window s t ruc ture beneath i t . 

The house s i t s on a low br ick basement. The wrap-around porch has turned 
ba lus t e r s and p o s t s . There are elaborate brackets on the p o s t s . There i s 
decorative r e l i e f work on the under side of the porch l i n t e l and the 
porch cornice i t s e l f i s a l so bracketed. 

The i n t e r i o r of the porch pediment has f ishseale shingles as does the 
t h i r d stQQr:̂  of the tovjer and the pedimented gable of the bay windows 
sec t ion . 

The entrance i s in the tower. I t has stained glass s ide l igh t s framed 
by p a i r s of narrow f luted columns, which support a paneled f re ize and 
molded cornice. 

The second story of the tower has a large single l / l window, i t s top pane 
t-n-th decorative mullions; i t i s framed by narrovj s i d e l i g h t s . . There i s 
modified paladian windows on the th i rd s tory. The cornice of the tower 
has modillion bracke ts . The tower roof i s a four-sided pyramid. 

The 2-s tc ry bay vrindows structure,xvhich f i l l s the two 3Bouth bays of the 
facade and the gable end of the house facing the s t r ee t ,has one large 
l / l window in the front vfith decorative tnullions on the top sash and 
unadorned l / l narro;-;er sash on the s ides . There i s 2-3ided decorative 
bargeboard btidg^.ng the angle the bay window makes with thf» facade of 
the house behind i t . There i s one small w i.ndow in the feable with a 
r e l i e f fan Tiotif above i t . 

The bargeboard i s repeated on the corners of the s outheast cross 
gab le . There are gabled dormers on the southeast roof of the bay 
windciw s t ruc ture and on the f r o n t roof of the southeast cross gable. 

The main cornice of the hoase i s not bracketed and i s a plain box, 
^he roof i s covered with con^josition shingles 

The northwest cross gable end has two stained glass windows paired 
under a window hood and s ta ined glass fanl ight . The second story has a cent ra l 
window flanked by narrow sidelights topped by a pedimented cornice supported 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY by mod i l l i ons . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

12^ Washington Avenue i s one of the premier Victorian gothic residences in 
Chestertovm, and i t i s in supurb condition. Par t icu lar ly impressive i s the 
effect created by the bay mndows gturctvire which has been b u i l t onto the 
cross gable end facing the str^^et to balance the 3-stary tower in the north
west bay. The house's decorative work i s a lso in.ch and tas te fu l , and 
pa r t i cu la r ly o r ig ina l in the use of bargeboard tr im. . 

I t s section of Washingtin Avenue was a very fashionable place to builfl in 
the 1'^80's in Ghestertawn and i t i s surrounded by other Victmrian monuments, 
the i~iost notable being the DeK, Smith house now '?ioved behind the C £; P 
Telephone bui lding, the Floyd Parks Residence at 129 Washington "^^enue 
(called The Hubbard House in the 19th century) , and the 3tam House, now 
H i l l ' s Tourst Home across the s t r e e t . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ( i ) rfegmnmg on tne eas t s i a e oi WasCiingLon avenue, 
195 f e e t , 7 i n c h e s from t h e sou theas t eocnar of Kent ^itreet and V/ashington Avenue and 
runn ing wi th Washington -^venue South 2 degrees Eas t U$ f e e t , 8 i n c h e s t o t h e d iv i s ion 
l i n e between s a i d l and t h e the l o t of J . B r i c e , thence a t r i g h t ang le s and in an e a s t e r l y 
d i r e c t i o n l5U f e o t , 8 i n c h e s , thence a t r ight , angles and in a r o r t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n h9 f e e t , 
h i n c h e s t o t h e l a n d of ' I r s , S.L, Thomasl^ thence m t h sa id T>iomas l and in a w e s t e r l y 
c o j r s e l^Pi f«Gt , 3 i n c h e s t o the b e g i n ' i n g , a p a r t of Tovm Lot 5 8 . (2) Beginning a t a p o i n t 
^n the e a s t s i d e of Was"; i n g t o n "^mue and a t the end of the d i v i s i o n l i n e between the l o t 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
and t h e l o t h e r e t o f o r e h e l d and o'.med by " ' .y, ^haprian and running thence with the l last 
s i d e STATE of s a i d avenue and in a s o u t h e r l y COUNTY d i r e c t i o n U5 f e a t , thence a t r i g h t 
anfijles and In an ea^^'erly dj e c t i on 16? f e e t , bb^nce in a n o r t h e r l y d i -ection ;.nd pejce.' 

STATE COUNTY 

with t h e So.id avenue li^ f o e t , tbgnon a t r i g h t angles and in an e a s t e r l y (^ioction 2?" f e e t , 
rriBTVyf P P P - P A P F T l n v ^ ' inches t o the we.-̂ t s i de of PhilosonTv^r's T^r -ace , thence 
r v j i ^ i v i r i ^ r . r / \ K . r . u D I , .^|^^ ^^^Q ^PJ^^^ ter^-ace and wi th t h e l i n e of the lands of Mrs. 
NAME/TITLE xv,Q^^ and in a w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n 2^3 f e e t 6 inches t o the l i n e of the lands 

he-^etofore held and owned by W.W. Chapman, thence a t r i g h t ang le s and in a. we^iterly dirct.-inn 
ORGANIZATION -, n̂ y ^„g^ +^ ^-^^ pT^^^^ ^^ beg inn ing . °*^^ 

STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Robert Neill 'listoric Site Surveyor Maryland Historical Trust/ Town of Ohestertown 
CITY OR TOWN 

August, 1976 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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